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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 84-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
ISHIDA et al. (5,917,947). 

As per claim 84, Ishida teaches the claimed "method of creating an image" 
(Ishida, figure 1 A) formed by "a plurality of bands, the bands being formed 
independently of data included in the bands" (Ishida, figure 4), "each of the bands is 
stored as independently compressed pixel image data" (Ishida, column 9, lines 15-35). 
It would have been obvious that "each of the bands is configured for independent 
manipulation through at least decompression of said band" because each of these 
compressed bands has been independently compressed and stored as individual block, 
then it can be read out independently and processed accordingly. 

Claim 85 adds into claim 84 the manipulations such as "rendering, composition, 
and editing the image" which would have been obvious because Ishida (column 28, 
lines 16-20) can retrieve and process the data of each individual block independently 
with any well known operations such as rendering, composition, editing, ... 

As per claim 86, Ishida teaches the claimed "method of creating an image formed 
as a plurality of bands or sections" (Ishida, figures 1 A and 4) comprising the step of 
storing each of the bands independently compressed pixel image data (Ishida, column 
9, lines 15-35). It would have been obvious to "edit the image by effecting multiple 
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passes over the bands whereby each band is configured for independent editing" 
because Ishida (column 28, lines 16-20) can retrieve and process the data of each 
individual block independently with any well known operations such as rendering, 
composition, editing, ... 

Claim 87 adds into claim 86 "a compressed band" is formed for each band which 
Ishida teaches in column 9, lines 15-35. 

Claim 88 adds into claim 86 "decompressing the compressed bands, editing it, 
compressed it again, and stored it" which would have been obvious because Ishida 
(column 28, lines 16-20) can retrieve and process the data of each individual block 
independently with any well known operations such as rendering, composition, editing. 

Claim 89 adds into claim 88 "decompressing, editing, and compressing" the band 
information on one band at a time which would have been obvious because each 
individual band has been independently compressed and stored, therefore to perform 
the edit process, each band would have been decompressed, editing, and compressed 
again for storing. 

Claim 90 adds into claim 89 "storing step is performed on one band at a time" 
which would have been obvious because each band has been independently 
compressed and therefore ready for stored for a later use. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703)305 - 
9796. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 308-6606. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 305-3800. 



Phu K. Nguyen 
November17, 2003 




